THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


RD 


AT JOHN BROWN HOUSE, BUILT 1786 
CLIFFORD P. MONAHON, Director 


52 POWER STREET, PROVIDENCE 6, R. I. 
CLARKSON A. COLLINS, III, Librarian 


May 24, 1956 





Dr. J. E. Fields 
108 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 


Dear Dr. Fields: 


We have a collection of Khode Island paper 
currency of the Colonial and Revolutionary Period 
which I believe includes all of those which Elisha R, 
Potter was able to locate when he wrote Some Account 


of the Bills of Credit or Paper Money of Rhode Island 


from the First Issue in 1710, to the Final Issue, 1786, 


by Elisha Rk. Potter and Sidney S. Rider with Twenty 
Illustrations. (Providence, 1880, Sidney S. Rider). 


We also have the plates used in printing some 
of the early issues. 


I cannot tell you exactly how many pieces of 
currency we have since we have examples of the different 
issues in a number of states, such as in uncut sheets, 
signed and unsigned, or signed by different persons. 


Our collection has been accumulated from many 
sources since the founding of the Rhode Island Historical 
Society in 1822. 


Very truly yours, 


Clarkson A. Collins, penn 


Librarian 
CACsbwh 


JAMES C. CARR 


JOHN A. NOTTE, JR. FIRST DEPUTY 


SECRETARY OF STATE 


RONALDO E. LEMAY 
SECOND DEPUTY 





State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
PROVIDENCE 


November 3, 1958 


J. E. Fields, M.D. 
108 Scott Street 
Joliet, Illinois 


Dear Dr, Fields: 


I have your letter of October 23, 1958, with a request 
for information on collections of Colonial paper money. 


We do not have a collection of paper money of either the 
Colonial or Revolutionary period, We have a few counterfeit 
bills of the one pound denomination of the issue of 1740, 
Presumably they are very like the originals and were turned 
inas evidence, 


For the issue of 1780 we have one sheet for 2,3,4,7,8 
and 10 dollars (Svanish milled dollars). Of the issue of 1786 
we have 7 sheets of 10,6,3 and 5 shillings; 31 sheets of one 
shilling, 6 pence, 2 and 6 and 9 pence and a scattering of 
20,30 and 40 shilling bills. These bills were signed but 
were never issued, 


During the Colénial period all of the bills paid into 
the Grand Committee Office in payment of mobtgages, bonds, 
etc, were burnt in the presence of the General Assembly as 
were the other bills which were sunk by taxes. The original 

lates for the issues of 1715 through 1737 are in the Rhode 
sland “tstorical Society. 


Very truly yours, 


DM hariy A) Lorene 


Assistant for Archives 
314 State “ouse 


duly 12, 1965 


Mr. and Mrs. V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsenian Institution 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Liga md Vals 


Thank you, so much, for the pleasantries we 
had together in my few moments in Washington. 


I am returning the two photographs which you 
were nice enough to lend me of the Colony Bills of 
Massachusetts. 


The 5 shillings is, definitely, a copy of e 
note rather than a sketch of whet the note should be. 
You will note that it is numbered, All the lines ere 
exactly the same in wordege es the original note, The 
Signetures are all falee as well as different. 


The 20 Shillings note is raised from 2 shill-~ 
ines 6 pence which I have noted on the back, 

You also indicated that you would like to have 
data on the counterfeits of the Bank of the United 
States and I am sending a photocopy of a document 
containing them, 


Shortly, I will send you a section of my 
Colonial Paper Money book to see what suggestions 
you might have in its format. 


Co radially, 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
' WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 


July 20, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 


It was so nice meeting with you, and I am grateful for 
the photocopy of a document referring to counterfeits of the 
Bank of the United States notes. 


I look forward to seeing a section of your Colonial 
| Paper Money book -- and would be interested especially in the 
Rhode Island section. 


With kindest regards from the two of us. 
Sincerely yours, 


i eli» Ah butlly 


V. Clain-Stefanelili 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 


FORM #105 


TO 


July 23,1965 
MEMORANDUM 


Mr. V. Clain-Stefanelli | | FROM Eric P. Newman 


Dear Val: | 

As suggested in your letter of July 20, I am enclos= 
ing herewith a photocopy of the Rhode Island section of the Col- 
onial Paper Money book. 


Each issue will be illustrated by an example of the 
issue to the extent any examples are known by me. 


| There will be a bibliography at the end of each 
state giving further reading on aspects of the colony's currency 
issues. 


I would appreciate any comments you, or Liza, may 
wish to make as I will very much respect your suggestions. 


The G in a circle indicates that a counterfeit is 
known. The R in a cirele indicates a reprint exists. 
Thank you for your interest. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 
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COLONIAL RECORDS OF RHODEEST AND 


Copied from the proceedings of the General Assembly at Newport July 50 1710 
’ (See page 96) (voO1.4 


An act for issuing bills of credit. 


| Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,and it is hereby en- 
acted,that there shall be forthwith raised the sum of ~5000,in bilis of 
credit on this colony,to be formed thus, Via: c 

Pound One thousamd pounds,in five pound bills; one thousand pounds, 
in three éokter bills; five hundred pounds in forty shilling bills; five 
hundred pounds in twenty shilling bills; five hundred pounds ,in ten shil-— 
ling bills; five hundred pounds in five shilling bills;five hundred pounds, 
in two shilling ¥7V/V¥p# and six penny bills; five hundred pounds in two 
shilling bills. And each bill to be equal in value to current silver money 
of New Englandjand to have an anchor and Hope,affixed in the escutcheon, 
with such other impress as shal] be thought meet by the signing committee, 
&c.,to impress. 

The bills to be formed thus. 

This indented bill, of__ ,»due from the colony of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations,in New England,to the possessor thereof, shall 
be in equal value to money ,and shall be accordingly accepted by the gen- 
eral treasurer and receivers subordinate to him,in all public payments, 
and for any stock at any time,in the treasury. Newport, August the 16th 

1710. By order of the General Assembly, for the colony,abovesaid. 

7 and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,that Lieut,Col. 
John Wanton, Lieut. John Odlin, Major Nathaniel Sheffield, Major Joseph 
Jenckes, Mr. John Coggeshall of Portsmouth,and Mr gob Greene, are hereby 
appointed and empowered, or any three of them,to sign the aforesaid bilis, 
which shall give sanction to each bill so signedjand said committee for 
their so doing,to be paid out of the general treasurye 

And said bills to pass as aforesaid,for the space of five 

years ensuing the date, unless the Assembly of this Colony see cause to 
call them Sooner; and when called in, the possessory of such bilis to be 
reimbursed the sum mentioned in such bill or bills,in current money, by 
the general treasurer of the colomy; and the money to be paid, shall be 
levied and collected by act of Assembly;being proportioned by tax on the 
inhabitants of each town in this colony. 

; pnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that it shall be accounted felony in any persons persons to counterfeit 


or deface any bill or bills of credit by this 283288% Assembly appointed 
to be made; and such person or persons so offending, shall be punished by 
cropping of ears, whipping,fining at discretion, and imprisonment for 
twelve months, &c. 

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that Lieut. Col. John Wanton, and Lieut. John Odlin, are hereby empowered 
to agree with the engraver and printer for the swiththe the plates,and 






stamping of said bills of credit; and that they, withthe advice of the 
Governor, order the forms of the flowers to be fixed on the verges of the 
escutcheonthat shall be affixed to each bill. And that they shall, with all 
convenient speed, get the sum of five thousand pounds printed, fit to be 
signed by the committee, aforesaid; and then lodged in the general treas- 
ury until the Assembly shall appoint how many of them shall be signed; 
and the charge of printingfo be paid out of the treasury, when lodged 
therin. 

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 





shall be signed with all possible speedpy said committee,or any three, and 
and. forthwith improved for this colonies use, as the Honorable the Gover- 
nor shall order the general treasurer to disburse the same. 


(The above comprises the whole act) 
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16 HENRY STEVENS, SON G& STILES 


CASE (The) of the Colony of Rhode-Island, with respect to the Bill depending in 
Parliament to regulate and restrain Paper Bills of Credit in four particular 
Colonies, viz. in Rhode Island, Connecticut, the Massachusetts-Bay, and 
New-Hampshire in America. (London, 1751). Half morocco. 

Folio. $275.00 (75) 


* * A Bill having been brought into Parliament to regulate and restrain Paper bills 
of credit, in the Colonies this ‘‘Case’’ was presented to try and prevent its passage. 
It points out that the Charter to the Colony of Rhode Island was not a Gratuitous 
Donation, and that it gave Power of holding assemblies for making and repealing laws 
without subjecting them to any Approbation or Repeal by the Crown or annexing 
any Condition, but that such Laws should not be contrary, or repugnant to the Laws 
of this Kingdom (Gt. Britain). 

The “‘Case’’ points out that a total prohibition of Paper Currency, must, by taking 
away the Medium of Trade amongst themselves, bring many disadvantages upon the 
Inhabitants of Rhode Island and greatly affect the Trade and Manufactures of the 
Kingdom. It finishes with the following: ‘It is humbly prayed that the said Bill 
may not pass into a Law.” 


CHAMPLAIN (Samuel de). cas de la Nouvelle France Occidentale, 
Diete Canada. Ou se - oi ewe) leeen re ceel 
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